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REFLECTIONS 
ON 
THE FIRST DECADE OF THE FREEDON l'WVE1'1ENT 
_______________ ll255_=_12Q51 ___________ _ 
The Changing Role of the Christian in an 
era of Non-Violent Direct Action 
Address: by Robert F. Drinan, S. J., Dean, Boston College Law 
::::-- School 
At: Marquette University, Hilwaukee, 1.visconsin 
To; 11arquette Faculty Association i~r Interracial Justice 
and Students United for Racial Equality 
Tim.e: TuesdaY1 July 20, 1965, 8:00 P.H. 
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The American Negro in the surnriler of 1965 sees himself as 
"standing bet'tveen \two worlds, one dead, the other powerless to be 
born". Barriers to equality in the South have been declared illegal 
and almost every Northern community is aware of and responsi'vo to the 
poor in its midst, - that segment of society hitherto invisible and 
unacknovdedged. 
The Negro in America has witnessed the crurnbling of walls and 
the permeation of the white community with a feeling that something 
should be done. The world of silent segregation in the South and 
the invisible "other America" in the North El.;r-e hopefully dead; but it 
is by no means certain that another world of equality and integration 
is being born. 
At this historic turning point in race relations in America the 
Negro and everyone interested in his advancement must re-assess the 
efficacy and the wisdom of the continued use of the methods and 
tactics by which the Negro in America has finally come to the point 
where equality, justice and integration are the ideals to which law 
and society are committed. 
Countless methods and tactics have been employed during the 
past century to bring freedom to the Negro. The deepening moral 
indignation, shame and guilt of the white race in America at the 
unbelievable injustices inflicted on the Negro have, of course, been 
the basic reason why true emancipation for the Negro is now finally 
at least a possibility. But it has been the Freedom I'ilovement, -
the revolution started on December 1, 1955 when Urs. Rosa Parks, a 
43 year old Negro seamstress, refused to move to the rear of a bus 
in Hontgomery, which has destroyed one world and has made possible 
another, - and a brighter world. The Freedom Movement assumed that 
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recourse to legislatures and courts must continue but that activity 
of this sort would not and could not succeed without a simultaneous 
program of direct, non-violent action. It is this latter activity 
which, more than any other single event during the last 100 years, 
has awru{ened the white conscience and has reversed a widespread 
pattern of depression, discouragement and even demoralization present 
in many sectors of the Negro community. 
Some white persons will confess their shame and humiliation that 
Negroes were obliged to carryon a campaign of boycotts, sit-ins and 
demonstrations before the white majority would recognize the fact of 
white supremacy. Some few white persons might be perceptive and 
humble enough to admit that they would again forget the Negro if 
they were not continuously reminded of his plight by demonstrations 
and other dramatic means undertru{en to awru{en and shock the con-
science of the white power structure. 
The number of white persons , however, who would actually 
admit the need of demonstrations to keep their conscience alive 
might be small. On the other hand, the number of white Americans 
who can honestly deny that the Freedom ~1ovement has not made them 
more s~npathetic to the Negro cause must indeed also be small. 
The monumental victories of the ten year old Freedom Movement 
therefore are beyond dispute. The most recent major victory for 
Negro freedom which is directly and almost exclusively attributable 
to direct non-violent demonstrations is the enactment by Congress 
of the voting rights bill, - a measure for which the dramatic march 
from Selma is directly responsible. 
It is indeed a mystery that many - - perhaps most -- white 
persons do not recognize or acknowledge the fact that virtually all 
of the spectacular gains made by the Negro in the last decade have 
come about only because of intense pressure by Negroes and civil 
rights groups on the complacent white majority. It may be that 
most white persons do not want to admit publicly that they had to 
be forced into giving justice to the Negroes. Or it may be that 
most white Americans are so oblivious of the existence and the 
problems of the Negro that they are hardly aware of the injustices 
he suffers and the recent victories he has attained. 
the 
One may take several positions with respect to/struggle of 
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direct, non-violent action which began in Montgomery and which will 
be ten years old in December 1965. Among the positions which can 
be assUllled with regard to this decade of direct action are the 
following: 
(1) One may contend that the Negro, during the past decade, 
has won his case with the people and in the courts and the legis-
latures and that now he should forego all direct action and concen-
trate on bringing about improved housing, education and employment 
opportunities for the non-white citizens of America. 
(2) One may maintain, on the other hand, that the intense 
militancy manifested in the civil rights movement from 1955 to 1965 
is now no longer required and that in fact its continuation may 
alienate well-intentioned segments of the white community. Accord-
ing to this view Negro militancy should now be substantially 
restricted and direct action employed only after every other altern-
ative has been exl:austed . 
(3) A third view of the last ten years of Negro militancy 
would conclude that the demonstrations and campaigns of direct 
action engaged in during this period have brought more progress to 
the Negro thru1 any other techniques utilized at any other time in 
American historYJ -- and that, therefore, they should be continued 
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and intensified both in number and in extent. This view would tend 
to assume that direct, non-violent action appears to be the only 
way by which justice can be brought to the Negro with any reasonable 
speed. 
Conceding that many variations of these three positions are 
possible this writer believes firmly that the third position is the 
soundest of the three . It is more consistent with the events of 
the past decade and with the nature of the prejudice which the white 
majority in America has had towards the Negro race than any other 
approach to the predicament of the Negro in America. 
This writer is convinced, in other words, that the concern of 
whites for the Negro race will fade away if Negro militancy declines 
and that, in fact, the progress of the nation's 21 million Negroes 
will continue to come about in direct proportion to the intensi -r:. y 
fu~d pervasiveness of Negro militancy. 
Does such a view necessarily aSSillue that the white majority in 
America does not, -- as a group or as an organized society, --
really and in good faith desire to see the Negro minority equal in 
status and opportunity to the white majority? The answer to this 
question must regrettably be tlYes II. 
If anyone thing is clear from the way in which white American 
society has treated the Negro during the past century it is the 
unmistakable and undeniable fact that Americans have been deter-
mined to keep America as an all-white society. Americans have, 
with consistent and almost neurotic persistence, kept the Negro out 
of the school books of children and the magazines of adults. By a 
thousand unconsciously devious ways white America has managed to 
forget the Negro and to keep him out of the mainstream of Aluerican 
life. 
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All of this has been achieved -- or at least could have been 
achieved without any necessary personal pre jl.:.dice against Negroes 
on the part of individual ~-Jhite person3. It has been achieved by 
the operation of the silently ass'llilled m.ajor preld.se of American 
society that ours is a white culture of European Jrigin based on 
the Judaeo - Christian tr8.dition. The pervasiveness of this Ul1con -
s 0iously held tenet of Hhite-European sllprem8. '~:r h::~. s blinded Ameri-
cans to even the presence of one-tenth of the n ation t hat is of 
non -whi te and African or j.gi n 0 
The concept of A:m(?-y·iG8. as an a l l wHhi t e D'3.tirJD 1-I)'i th Eur ope an 
roots has so permeated the colle cti ve cons CiOUSYleSS and the "image Ii 
of America which the white majority of this nation possesses th2.t 
there is simply no place in American society to which they crul 
assign non-white persons of Afri crul ancest!.'y . It does not matter 
whe ther one calls this mala ise of Arrle r'ican society a type of blind -
ness or a form of white nationalism or sheer prejudice. The tragic 
fact is that for the white majority in Amer ica the Ne gro simply 
dees not fit into the homo gE:mized cultr.raJ. e.nd r aeial concepts 
which the majority has for i t s !1image ll of America. 
Thr'ough the uncon s cious activities of the white ma jority in 
AmericE} the vJhole thrust of Americall l i fe has been t o k eep the ]\Jegro 
apart, to r ender him invisible and to confine his chi l dren to non-
white schools. All of this will continue ruld indeed will grow 
worse until the white majority opens its eyes to the presence ruld 
the plight of the Negro. The Negro has concluded - - and all of 
history supports him -- that the white majority in America will not 
be cured of its blindness towards the Negro until the Negro forces 
the white power structure to recognize and to act upon the presence 
and the problems of the Negro . 
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It is simply undeniable that the Negro, by the dramatic events 
from the Hontgomery bus boycott in 1955 to the Se:JJma Illarch in 1965, 
has caught the attention of the white majority as never before in 
American history. Durii.1g the past decade it has become increasingly 
impossible for any white citizen not to take a position with respect 
to the militant demands of American Negroes for equality and freedom. 
Some whites -- in both the North and the South -- have joined the 
white citizens' councils and are demanding that the Negroes return 
to the invisible, inaudible and sub-American status 'Hhich they have 
had for over a century. Other whites -- hopefu]~y a majority of 
the white majority -- have been so jarred by a decade of demon-
strations that their minds and hearts are open to every constructive 
way by which the Negroes of America can attain true freedom. 
What will happen, however, to this latter group if Negro mili-
tancy declines and civil rights groups follow the advice, -- so 
often and so gratuitously given to them, -- that they should resolve 
their controversies in the courts and not on the streets? This 
writer must regretfully give the reply that in his judgment any 
decline in Negro militancy and any substantial diminution of justi-
fied demonstrations would be a serious and tragic mistake. 
This conclusion rests on the assumption that the program of 
direct, non-violent action of the past ten years has, at least in 
part, corrected the blindness and deafness of a substantial segment 
of the white population towards the Negro community. 11 uch of this 
blindness and deafness, however, almost certainly remains. 
Consequently more demonstrations and more militancy appear to be the 
only kno~1 solution for a disease which has apparently infected 
white Americans far more than we care to admit. 
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As much as one would like to believe that the nation has, by 
means of a decade of demonstrations, come at least to the "end of 
the beginning" of a solution to the Negro problem the facts seem to 
indicate that the economic and educational opportunities for the 
Negro are not improving in comparison to those available to the 
white American. Undisputed statistics show, for eXall1ple, that the 
economic and financial gap between the status of the Negro and the 
white is not becoming narrower but rather wider. Similarly educa-
tional opportunities in the North for Negroes are not multiplying 
in the same ratio or proportion as they are for the ~hi~&. 
Hay \.v-e assume that more Negro militancy and continued programs 
of direct action will serve to improve the economic and educational 
opportunities available to Negroes? 
In vie"t"J of the past successes of direct non-violent action and 
the persistence of apathy towards the Negro on the part of the 
"/hi te majority there appea.rs to be no reason to doubt the continued 
efficacy and the necessity of drall1atic demonstrations illustrating 
the injustices which Negroes suffer in America. 
No objective observer of the first decade of the Freedom Move-
ment could counsel those involved that D mora.torium or a cooling-
off period or any other ch8nge of strntegy or technique is indicated. 
The white power structure may manifest anger when it is reminded 
by demonstrations of the injustice and poverty of the Negroes in its 
midst. Public officials confronted by Negro demands may proclaim the 
necessity of law and order rather than justice but well-organized 
and repeated protests against inequality do have their effect and 
impact$ -- on public officials and on public opinion. 
A milit4nt civil rights movement will therefore be needed for 
the foreseeable future. In fact it may be that in the forthcoming 
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second decade of the Freedom 110vement there 'td 11 be an even more 
imper1;ous, . .:. need for dramatic methods to communicate to the white 
majority the plight of the Negro. This need will arise from the 
fact that in the decade to come the nation's Negroes, more than any 
other segment of America's poor, will be suffering from unemployment 
and under-employment and from inadequate public school education. 
These new inequalities will be so little known to even the lower 
middle class of white persons that the Negroes will be required to 
employ extraordinary methods even to communicate their new disabili-
ties. Some of the new disabilities or inequalities and the remedies 
they suggest are the follcwing: -
(I) Almost fantastic methods of automation in industry are on 
the horizon. Unskilled and even semi-skilled labor will more and 
more be replaced by machines and data processing equipment. The 
immediate effect of this development will be to automate out of 
existence thousands, -- even millions, -- of positions held by the 
nation's least trained workers. The impact on some ten million 
Negr9cs living in Northern urban industrial centers is evident. 
The processes by which machines will replace men in the next 
decade will take place so rapidly and will be so unabserved even 
by whites in the lower socio-economic class in America that Negroes 
must continuously and persistently dramatize the catastrophic effect 
which an accelerating automation will continue to have on the 
Northern urban Negro. 
Among the remedies proposed or at least suggested to counteract 
the phasing out of countless jobs held by Negroes are preferential 
hiring, a quota system designed to employ a certain percentage of 
Negroes and a program of compensatory re-training financed by unions 
and employers. Almost anyone of these ideas usually elicits from 
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most white persons a hostile reaction of a highly emotional nature. 
This reaction derives from the fact that most white people fail 
completely to see the legal and moral justification for a plan to 
extend unusual assistance to Negroes with regard to employment 
opportunities; that justification is grounded, of course, in the 
undeniable fact that American society has a moral and, to some 
extent, a legal duty to give indemnification, restitution or repar-
ation to todayts Negro because his present predicament is the re-
sult of immoral attitudes and illegal activities on the part of 
American society over a very long period. 
Any rational discussion about appropriate methods to rectify 
the Negro's contemporary socio-economic condition is not really 
possible until or unless the discussants agree that the white 
majority in America has a moral obligation to effac~-to the extent 
that this is possible, -- the abiding effects on today's Negroes 
of the immoral policies of segregation and discrimination which 
white America carried out towards Negroes for more than a century. 
America, in other words, cannot blandly say that it will assist 
today's Negro to overcome his limp without recognizing that American 
society is profoundly and permanently responsible for inflicting on 
the Negro the crippling and devastating injuries the results of 
which are so appallingly clear today. 
The enormous problems in the field of emplo~uent which the 
Negro will face in the next decade are matched if not surpassed by 
the dileulmas which he will confront in seeking to overcome the 
educational limitatio~of the all-Negro public school. 
(2) I'10st white Americans seldom reflect on the fact that 
almost all of the adult Negroes with whom they have contact attended 
all-Negro schools. 1nlhi te Americans are quick to cri ticize the 
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Negroes they encounter, -- usually as either allegedly too apathetic 
or too agc.;ressi ve about life -- but these white critics seldom if 
ever trace the asserted faults of Negroes to the all-Negro schools 
they attended. 
During the very recent past there has come about some under-
standing on the part of the public of the 11mi t2.tions of the all-
Negro school. But that understanding is apparently not yet deep 
enough to forDl the basis of any widespread consensus that racially 
balanced schools should be a moral and legal irnperati ve. 
In the decade ahead the question of the all~Negro or predom-
inantly Negro school will be even more of a burning issue than 
any unusual proposals to improve the employiaent opportunities of 
Negroes. Both for white and Negro the racially balanced school will 
be both the symbol and the substance of their conflicting views of 
the place of the Negro in American society. For the 'tv-hi te person 
the advent of a Negro youth into his child's school is an event 
which clashes with the white majority's image of America as a nation 
of white-European ances~ry. For the Negro the refusal or the reluct-
ance of the white community to accept his child into an all-while 
school is a sign and an omen that the 'tv-hite majority will resist 
every effort of Negroes to participate in American life on the basis 
of legal and social equality. 
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conCLUSIONS 
Every indication therefore seems to point to the predictive 
need of the continuation of a militant campaign of direct, non-
violent action in the second decade of the Freedom Hovel11ent. Factors 
in the areas of opportunities in employment and education for Negroes 
suggest that new crises in these areas will certainly arise within 
the next few years. 
Those who are skeptical of tlw results and effects of the 
decade of civil rights militancy 1-Jhich is now ending have the 
obligation of suggesting an alternative way in which justice and 
equality could be secured for the Negro race in America. Unless 
such an alternate way is proposed every person who, sincerely and 
in good faith, desires to give true ~reedom to the Negro must 
conclude that the American nation will not bring about this object-
ive unless the civil rights movement in the next decade continues 
to be militant, persistent and non-violent. 
